[image: A black and white image of a person holding a black object

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
For Immediate Release
Contact:  Alexa Gromko
Director of Media Relations
agromko@coloradocollege.edu
O: 719-389-6038
C: 719-360-8401

Colorado College Receives $1.8M Gift to Fuel Athletics’ Championship Culture

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.—January 20, 2026—Colorado College is honored to announce a gift of $1.8 million to benefit CC Athletics from the estate of Pat Lyon, wife of the late George Lyon P’78, P’87, P’92, former trustee, benefactor, and 2002 inductee into the CC Athletics Hall of Fame. The George Lyon Grand Entrance at Ed Robson Arena, dedicated in 2020, stands as a tribute to his legacy and their family’s devotion to Tiger Athletics. The gift from Pat's estate will strengthen access, opportunity, and competitive excellence for the college’s student-athletes.   
 
“This extraordinary generosity comes at a pivotal moment for college athletics,” said Vice President and Director of Athletics Lesley Irvine. “It affirms our mission, energizes our work, and expands what’s possible for our student-athletes and teams. Tiger Athletics is something our students, alumni, and neighbors rally around—this gift helps ensure we remain in a position of strength as we plan for the future of being champions on the court, in the classroom, and in the community.” 

Supporting Students in a New Era of College Athletics 
College athletics is entering a period of unprecedented change. With the recent approval of the NCAA’s new structure for Division I programs—including expanded student-athlete benefits and revised roster and scholarship models—institutions are navigating an evolving landscape that prioritizes holistic student support. 

While the details will continue to develop in the years ahead, Colorado College has taken a thoughtful, mission-centered approach. The college has opted into the new Division I revenue-sharing framework to ensure their athletic programs remain competitive and supported at the highest levels. At the same time, CC continues to affirm what makes it distinct: intense academic focus, intentional student development, and a championship culture rooted in excellence on and off the field. 

“This moment calls for focus, clarity, and values-driven leadership,” Irvine said. “As we plan and build resources for the new landscape, it’s critical we do it in ways that speak to the overall value of a Colorado College experience. Philanthropic support like this is essential in making that possible; we’re so grateful.” 

A Gift that Strengthens a Championship Culture 
The Lyon family’s generosity will immediately enhance the student-athlete experience by supporting: 
· Expanded access and opportunity for all student-athletes competing in athletic programs at CC 
· A broad-based, competitive foundation for CC’s athletic programs as roster and scholarship models evolve at the Division I level 
· Holistic student support, including academic success, career preparedness, wellness, and leadership development 

The gift also helps the college to adapt and excel amid sweeping NCAA changes—ensuring CC can continue to attract and retain top talent and foster the championship culture that defines Tiger Athletics. 

Honoring a Legacy; Investing in Our Future 
For decades, the Lyon family has helped empower CC students to thrive. This new gift reinforces their lasting commitment to championship culture and the student-athlete experience at Colorado College. 

Colorado College is proud to steward the Lyon family’s legacy with purpose, gratitude, and ambition—helping ensure future Tigers have the support they need to compete, grow, and lead. 
 


About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts institution in Colorado Springs, Colorado, founded in 1874. Known for its innovative Block Plan, students take one class at a time in intensive 3½-week segments, allowing for deep focus and engagement in and beyond the classroom. With approximately 2,200 undergraduates, the College offers 42 majors, 30 department minors, and 24 thematic minors, as well as Master of Arts in Teaching. Colorado College holds the Research Colleges and Universities designation from Carnegie and ACE and is consistently recognized as a top Fulbright and Peace Corps producing institution. A leader in sustainability, the College was the first in the Rocky Mountain Region and eighth in the nation to achieve carbon neutrality. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu.
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